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IIATE’s ‘try-before-you-buy’
scheme perfect for 3D printers

| a majar impact in sehools this year is
the 30 prinfer.

A with any new gadgel, prices continue
lo drop (smaller modeks comé i al around
the B1000 Lo 52000 price: brackel), specs
increase and you get more for wour maney.

Howover, deciding whether w0 dip into the
school budget to make a lorg-term purchase
can be a difficult decision.

In Mew Scuth ‘Wales, the Instiute of In-
dustrial Arts Technology Education [IIATE} s
funring 8 sugeessiul loam scheme allowing
members 1o borow 30 printers for @ term at
a time.

Thie IATE & the professional eacher asso-
ciation for NSW leachers of industrial ars,
engineering, design and techrology.

Teacher Rulh Thompson  starlsd  the
schoeme a fow wears ago with the help of a
government grant, and the current 30 print-
o initiative was ostablished by association
secretary Alesha Bleakley

Bleakley arranged purchase of new UP
modets through Intellecta and has set up
edsy-lo-use printer packages to be leaned
te schooks with the help of the IATE council.
lohn Perdriau runs the scheme.

@ ME piece of techrology tipped to make
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Manigue Dalli, 8 volurteer and & financial
member of ILATE, i TAS teacher and elearn-
ing coprdinator @ Gilroy Catholic College in
the Spdney suburk of Castle Hill,

She has been uwming one of Lhe associa
tion's five lo@n printers with Year 9710 graph
ics classes and Year 11 design and technol-
oy students. “Teachers who are [fnancial]
members of the association can acoess the
loan eguipment,” Dalli explains.

“They're proving very popular — they're all
out and there's a slight waiting list coming
into 2044 . to the poirt whers there's a dis-
cussion on whether we purchase more.

“There's no oost; the equipment & pur
chased by the association. There is 3 spoal
of plastic you'll go through as you're printing,
ard thisl needs 1o be replaced for the nest
school, 50 they @el 2 full spoeol, for 70,7

Teachers have to arrange transport for the
printer, taking resporsibility to coordinate
collection from the rearcet school about to
finish its koan pericd. Dalli says the scheme

Ie 3 great way 1o try bafora you buy.

“[¥ou're ablke] to show leadership that it has
connections to the cumculum, it's able to be
run by staff, the interfece is easy to use, and
that it engages students.

_— -

“Gilrey probably won't be purchasing equip-
ment at this stage, but it suited us because .
| inew thee printer was coming in Term 3 and
4 — go students ane actually prirting now.

“Wiie probably wor'l need the printer at any

olher time of the year, 50 Tor us s like hirng
the equipment when the demand is Lhene
It’s mon-committal in that sense,”

The UP printer packages loaned by the as-
sociation come in @ toolbes with instructions
on how o use them, install software, ard
download 30 models from the intemet and
YOI DN COMpULET.

‘And it's literally Step 1, Step 2. Step 3.
Dalli says, *[Alesha Bleakley| has dore such
a great job.

‘When students create and design, they
somielimes don'l understand if il can aclu
ally wark, but the 30 printer allows them o
ido @ quick predalypel.

“I'm showing Year 75 how 1o downlosd
muodels onling and print. Year 10 are creat-
ing their own on Sketchlp (free modelling
stftware from Google) and actually some
adwancad students in Year 9 are doing it in
thairowr time, and Year 11 and 12 are using
more advanced [design| software like Creo,
and creating products to a brief,”
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